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UNCLASSIFIED Foreign Agricultural Service/USDA

Dutch Minister of Agriculture Opposes EC Proposals to Aid Farmers Hit by BSE
Minister Laurens Brinkhorst opposes the elimination of the maximum limits on the volume of
beef  intervention and prolongation of the Cattle Purchase and Destruction Program.  The
Minister argued in a letter to the Dutch Parliament (dated Feb 21) that more intervention and a
longer purchase program are costly proposals that also keep beef prices artificial high, which in
turn discourages consumers from buying beef.  As an alternative, Brinkhorst supports the early
slaughter of cattle and an acceleration of the Agenda 2000 reforms.

13th Case of BSE in The Netherlands
On February 23, 2001, the Ministry of Agriculture reported that a cow was diagnosed with BSE
in the province of Gelderland (in the eastern part of The Netherlands).  It was born on December
21, 1996 and slaughtered on February 15, 2001.  On February 18, the "Fast" test identified the
cow as possibly infected with BSE and the farm was immediately quarantined.  Further analysis
confirmed the diagnosis and all 12 cows on the farm were removed to be slaughtered and
examined for BSE.  In addition, all blood relatives of the cow will be tracked and examined for
BSE.  The cause of the current BSE case is being researched and the Dutch General Inspection
Service (AID) will survey the origin and formulation of the feed.  Since 1997, thirteen cases of
BSE have been discovered in The Netherlands (see below).  In addition, two Dutch cows with
BSE were found in the UK.

Locations of BSE cases in The Netherlands: (1) March 21, 1997 (Wilp, Gelderland), (2) April 7,
1997 (Kollum, Friesland), (3) August 26, 1998 (Vrieschelo, Groningen), (4) October 22, 1998
(Heeten, Overijssel), (5) January 7, 1999 (Maartensdijk, Utrecht), (6) March 17, 1999 (Markelo,
Overijssel), (7) November 16, 2000 (Eibergen, Gelderland), (8) December 29, 2000 (Punthorst,
Overijssel), (9) January 11, 2001 (Olst, Overijssel), (10) January 31, 2001 (Mill en St. Hubert,
Noord Brabant), (11) February 8, 2001 (Lunteren, Gelderland), (12) February 14, 2001 (Zelhem,
Gelderland), (13) February 23, 2001 (Didam, Gelderland).

Dutch Government Takes Measures Against FMD
During the past four weeks, Dutch imports of live animals from the UK were: 20,000 sheep,
1,099 pigs and 421 deer.  The Dutch Ministry of Agriculture responded to the foot and mouth
disease outbreak in the UK by taking the following precautions:
1.  A ban on imports of cloven hoof animals (cattle, pigs, sheep and goats) and derived products
from the UK.
2.  Quarantining and inspecting farms and companies that imported cloven hoof animals, and
derived products, from the UK since the FMD outbreak (over the past four weeks).
3.  A ban on cloven hoof animals at livestock markets and auctions.
4.  A ban on the transport of sheep and goats.
5.  All animals (2,826 sheep, 521 pigs, 711 cattle and 662 deer) from eleven farms which
imported cloven hoof animals from the U.K., have been destroyed.  The remaining number of
imported cloven hoof animals were re-exported to EU member states.  To date, no Foot and
Mouth Disease has been found in The Netherlands.


